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The scakdinavian cloq calendar al the Jałiellonian llnivefsity

Tne ideaofaconvenieni peĘeual cslęndar ener8ed in lhe MiddlcA8es iń ceo8raph_
icólareas wilh limitedacces tocleĘymen. who. equipped wilh litur8ić;l cab;da;ś ;nd
lhe so{alled Paschaltable§ (used tosetthcdalesofmovable feaśis). enforced the Thłd
Cońńardment on bel.allol thć calhohc a 1J|( h

Tlre need for a bandy lool that €nsbled an ilhe.atc user !o l.ack lhe calendal inde_
pendeńtlv arose in remole mountdinous areaś. cut_ofl frcm ecclesiaslić ouĘośs by lhe
prolon8ed Ninler seasonś For ihe took i! quenión. |hc days ófthe year węre usually
cań,edol \ood,11,j dbo,e ol bencdlh lhfll,.,necklmdt.lere m.Je lord.\. Je\olc;
loa\\onedrat-o||c ńąnJ,5and -llN td.hnlonlhhadlle\.J.\lestnJl.,;be-lepl
holy"alonewitb sundays and lhe rńovabIe feasls,

The 1ar8e§ numberofsuch do_il_youBelfsoodcn calendaĘ sunive in scandinavia
(where villages the way we undcBland lheD - ł€ie fęw and lł beiween. and whele
people lived in laĘe, populous. selfśUmcieni fanśeads inslead), aIlhough exanples
are aho known fron Swilżerland. Austria. Gemany. and cven Fńnce and lhe Brllish

śuch (alcnddB {e,c ln wioe5Drcad u< n.nlcul"lly 11 NoN.} and s§eden. whele
iheJ U.ual|y hód'hc Iom o' a uooden \licł or nan L\oNerEn dnd s{edbh ,,da. bul
dl.ora.ańdlknwllha8'plllclhdlofa§word,]l.ell\haoete..Tbledlharolj;óld_
l..h,oncd \aldJ,ck silh s handle. used iol ńeJ,xing clolh 1hc yedl wa\ divided |n|o
iwo panś, caNed on oppositesides oflhe śtick.

Less frequeńdy lhe calendas had thc shape ofa lon8 śtdff or cane. cven leś frc_
quenrly they were circularoroval iD fom,In sone counlrics lhe caleDdarwas carued on
se!eral§oodćn slais. bóund togelhe. in lhe shape ofa book or fan, occasionallt bone
ornetal s,as usedas a maieri,l



In NoMay a form of clog caleńdar kóown as a Plasl.v bccamc cxreDcl) Popular
on this type the 365 days oflhe yeł were caNed as idenlical notches. grouPed r se!-
enś] wilh rhe church fcNś (o.'\igń dayś' -.,*e./ag4 in NoMegian) benrg indlćaled
by.dditional śymboh, Thcsc w€E. dś. fule, tbe attributes of the sainis celeblaled ón lhe

8iveó days, Monlhs as uniis oftine wćre. it seems, ofliiil. use io p€oplć in ńośe da!s,
lherefore lhey were not marked ón lhe cal€ndas in any special manne.

lnter€stingly. thesccalcndaBdidnotdisappearaftclLuihć..nisń was inlroduced inlo
NoNay, they merely chaneed lhćn luóclion and b.cane a8licultural almanacs. where

tb€ ś igns represenl ing thc calholicśainś acquired ncwmeanińgś, now related lo hous€-

kećPing and agricu lturc, Thus lhe goośe symbol of Novcmbe. l l'h, originally symbolis-
ingst, Martin, was now inlerprebd aśshowingthe day onshichany supeńuous fowh
on tbe lamslead wcrc io be slaugblered] lhe wheelcaflcdabole Noleńb{25'| (depict-

ing th€ manner of st. cath€rine\ ńanyidom) was nos perceived as a spinning whccl.
lelling the girls of ihe hous€hol d to stań spinning wool;and the frśh hook on Nolembcl
30'h, oncelssociaiedwith st,Aódlew being ańshcnnan, nos,si_qńified the recom,nendcd
day lo catch fi§h for lhe chriśmas season.

The dilision of ihe yea. oń the pllrtJl4f \!s inicr.sting: rhe ]ear being ńere]],di-
videdintoasummerhalf(APlil l4'h ocbber lj,lhepenodolha^$lińg)lnda\in-
terhalf(octobd l4l' April l]'h.lheperiod olconsulning), The larler cońmenced §iih
th€ symbol of a niften. inlćrpreled in lhe )lonn as lhe be_gńning of the wini$ se6on.
although originally it probably śymbolised ih. paPal 8love ofst. callixtus. celebńted

F]g, ] , Typlcal NoNesian p],r,s,Z,. Top: suńńł ha]l,).al: bonoDl: \ inH half-],!al

Thc weaknss of tbe P/'njl4, was its ineredńeDćss al ćsBbl]shing ilrc days of tbe

week or ihe ddteś óftbe movable feasts.
In NoMegian rulalhouses lher'd,Jlzy had a fixćd place ii s,as hung by the door

of the sining !óón, ln a more elongaicd. richly dćcońted lom (ńorc ol les ńgulal ió
shapę) n could aho be used as awalkine siickorśallon sunday lisiisiothe church, The
pf'ź9d9 waś stillió use in thc l8" contury,



ln mo$ regións of sw.den land in Bahi. counlries hisroiically connNlcd wilh swe_
den). a dif*enl. nore sopbislicated form ofpeĘetual wóoden calcndar evolved, Due
lo the dill'ereniiation ofthe days ofthc week aód tbe.ddiiion ofsigns lol lhe luna.(and
oi}en thc sola!) cycle, n €nablcd thc cnlightened uśr ro periorm lhe so c a lled .o,,płi,J.
i,e, cahulaie lhe darcs of lhc movable feastś,

Forsuch diilerentialing funcdons the swedishcoDputinc calendarś used ihe runical_
phabe! known as ihe "youngel] r,/ł4lŁ hence ihc namc ofsuch calend.[s: the /ł,Jld,.
It should be noted ihatlhis was a sw€dish peculiarity. as incompurió8 cdlendaB found
iń olhe. palts ofEurcpeolher systeńs lverc uscd _ e,g. variouspenhdić sign§. Due to lhe
dimculty in caNing lhem. nowhe.e wcrcABbic numeńlspopular
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Du. (o lhc cmphasisoń its colnputationalfunciion,lhe swedish Ą,$lal. !s a rule. has
le§ćr sPccjally mlrked dayś (sNedish ,ln',{,?łta./,) lhan ih Nor$ egian countcryań Thc
divisioń óillrc y. also dilTers lro,n thlt ofIh./,?r,J/.^: !.scmbling our haIf,yeaś in
thal on onc sid. olrhc nick Nc find cnhcr. sign coresPońdin_q to Dcccmbcr 25 '(counl
ingthcyc from our Lold's binh l Nal^,ila|e Dańiii), ór January l,,(couniing lnc
ye& flon fu circumcŃion d crrł,Ł,nn Łr. wiih only sligll varialions,

on lhc,?,,J/aI,lhe daysoflhc ycarare nalted wilh a repcalcd scqucncc oflhe ńsl
s.vcn signs ofthe.lllł0l*. i,e, /:l, b, a, ]: k, and h This meanr il $,as easie.lo rcmcmber
lhe sign lor suDday in the curenl year. słe.cas on thc pfnłJla,. forex.nplć. n could bc
"lh.sccond nolch in thc scqucncc",

Fl! ], Pictrc from //rn,inl l/. llntihls slll,h.iona]ihl\ b\ olrls Magnus l]555). §hich shoNs
l fuolhcrlcaching hcldaughl$.nd a fdlhcrlcJching his sol lhc principlcsolo,ł,/ł1
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Fig,,l ]6 n,n.s oflhc "voungł"ł/łdl*

Along on. sidc oflhe day nlrc§ (!bo!. or bclo{, depćndill,q on *lrich §,ay ihe wav
the c.lendarwas hcld and read),lhe n ric signs concsponding lo lhe ńiftteen so_callcd
'lolden numbes" s,eE placcd, The} indic.red rhe da}s y iih a fullmoon in lhe cunenl
ycar Th..omplele ser óf signs fol ihc 19 ye lunaicyde lłs sonrctim.s cancd (for
coilpalison) ou lhc narrow edge olthe runna!, This lvas all lhe ló runćs ófthę/n/ra,*
plus lhre€ iddiiional 5igns.

Thc conpulin8 function of thc /łrJŁ , cotld only bć uscd altcr lhc calend had
been calibnlcd. i,c. aner rhe "s!ńday sign" ]nlefu Doń,hli.a/i' had been §stablishcd,
For lhis. a sćqućncę of2E funic signś ior the 28_yę solal cycle were uśed; lhe§e łcrc
somclimcsaho carvćd on thc natrolvcdgeoflhe ł,,J/al,

,+,Btł
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The syńbol§ for significant ("ma.ked") days were caNed along the olher §ide ollhe
day runes (aboveorbelow them), occasionally, a 8.aphic "exlension" was Decessarya§
il was not always possible to caNe a symbol directly opposile lhe rune fora 8iven day
oflhe year The cboice of "marked" days a§ Wćll aś their conespondin8 syńbols, juś
like on the PrlłJlav. was often a mater oflocalt.adition that can now h€lp attribute lhe
/rrś,a, lo a particular region. As opposed to lhe NoNegim variety, which were covered
with a large number of §ophinicaled §yńbols, łs swedish counlerpart may seem ajmost
rudiDentary as many significanlday§ are ńarked wilh a croś or half,cros only, vn8in
Maryłelated festivah. howcvcr. are alwaysmarked witha §pecial. p.ominent śymbol,

The oldest known łlrsld,, found in Nykóping. dates from the mid l3'| century, and
the runes caNed oń n havć lhe fom uśed around lhe year l000l most clog calenda§,
howevcr. slem flom the l 7'i and the fiśl half of the l 8ó century,

The omcial introdudion olcle8odan calendar relon , which in sweden took place
rather late, in 1753, ałered the whole Paschal cycle and vińually ovemighl r€nde.ed
every runic calendar useleś,

A liśt ofall swedish runic calenda^ iś cuftćntly bein8 compiled, According to pre,
limińary e§tińates lhere are about l000 oflheń.

Thc wooden caleDdar (No. MUJ 40l8,16/v) in the Jagiellonian Unilersity Muść_
um collection fist apPea6 in an inventory begun in 1868, It was a gill from Hen.yl
Bukowski (1839 1900). an ćmi8ć after the 1863 January UPrhing who ended up iD
stockholm, sweden, where in l8?0 he opened an anlique shop, His nodeś shop 8radu-
ally evolved into a ńu§eum and research iDstitulion, hous€d in a nine,rooń §uilć al
Arenalsgalan 2, Bukowski\ scholarly and museum-related aclivilies (he was one of lhe
foulde6 oflbe No,t/'Jła MłJe?4 won him great respect in Sweden, confirmed by bein8
awórded the Royal order ofvasa in l884, In l8?2 Bukowskibe8an lravellin8 to loland,
and while on a vi§it to cżcoB he donated the dog caleńdar lo Jóżefleplowski\ AF
cheological Rooń, lhe forerunDer of today's Unive.§ity Museum,

Even a brief glance at the calenda! releals ils compulational fi]nction. and lhe
"malked" days found on il relalin8 to Swedish sainś leave no doubt as lo its swedisb

Il is a rather lypical sword_shaped (swedish: Jv.i/dńlłiPą) rr.slav, 134.5 cfi in
length, wilh a clea.ly differentiated 20,5 cm lon8 "8rip", and a 3.5-4,0 cm wide 1.5 cm
thick "blad€". The end Piece of the "blade" ń equiPped wilb a rust-eaten iron femle.
which indicates that it may have been used aS a feśive walkin8 stick,

Tbe rudimeniary cylindrical "croś_8uard" of the 'śword" is decorated with a caNed
braid patteń, which ńay indicate ns origin in Uppland, where lhi§ wa§. §upposedly.
a commonly used omamentalion (Lithbe€ 1920:4),

wilhin the carings themselves lhere are residual tnces of red painl,
on one ed8e ofthe calendar the sequence of l9 "golden numbeE" i§ caNedi on lhe

olher, a barely visible herin8_bonć omamenlation, repeated three lime§. on the same
side Venical notches of unknołn function are placed al regular. l4.5 cm inleNals,



Tadeusż W. Lang€

Fi8, l, MUJ lm l3,1óN (pho@ G, zygą MUJ)

Fjg,IL DfuilolMUJ 40I3.Ió/V śho§ing lhe monń ofJuty, Top half(abólt dly runer,lrom lighl
tó lćń: MEian symbol (2]7 - vhiEiión). ńlee hlli_clos*s indicrlińs lśśs 'Mk d'' days (lc/7 -
sl,caNG,15Ę - Djvisio 1pxlalńl-,20' si. Ma€ad), halo(22' st. MlryM!gdolń?\ bdk
(2517 si, J.m.r, *ć (29' § olav), Bff.n W (dder diy n@rj Dnic dgns for ihe .'góIden

nMb.ś" (phóió G, żyrią MUJ)

rĘ,lll sdol le'3.|d.nnumb€n"onlheed!.oflh.cń(o\crlend
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The beginni.g of thć yćar (or rather one oflhe haltyea§) unusualIy nańs on Dccen-
bd 3l" (hć fune fol "h" beiig copied lrom the previous half_ye )inśeadofJanuary l"
or 2"d, lt is a variely ofa c@!,.nió,€ year counling;

Below arc the'ligni6cana'dayśonlhecr.cow caleóda( markedwi(h a hallcross, or
a cross plus an additional śyóbol:

JANUARY l, {Neł Y€ar dlińkinz hoń).6. (Trellonllage,, Epipbany d nkine
hoń),13. (endofchristmasseason drinking hom upśide dowó), 19, {st. Henry. bishop
ofUppsala- niirc),24, (fa,s/a/D 

',,ż,).25. 
(convesion ofst. Paul).

FEBRUARY 2, (K},żdelsnd$a, candlemas - Marian si8n candleśtick?). ], (st.
Blaise),5, (sr, Agatba). l5, (si, siclrid, bishop ofvexjó del22. |Perel Kall,Petel
lhe ADośle),24, (si, Matthias theApóstl€ ńsh),

MARCH: l 2, (§t, GE8ory lhe cr€ar, l 7, (st. ceńrudo. 2 l , (sl, Benćdict plough).

25. (Annu.cialioń Marian sign)
APRIL: 4, (st. Anbrcse). 14. (so,ź.dag, sl, Tibunius lFd. 23. (sl, GeoĘe), 25,

(st. Markihe Evangelist bnd)
MAY l, (sl, walpurga),3, (st. crc$).12. (Sl. Pancmr. 18, l"st," Edc sword),25,

JUNEj ], (st. Ensnus windhs). l2, (Eskil, archbishop of Lund - mitrc), l ?, (st,
Botolph),22, (sl, Flavius?). 24. (Mi&ońńaslaeeh,sr. ]ahn twig),29, (st, Pdel and

JULY:2, (visiialion of Mary Maian si8ń). l0, (sl, canuie). 15. (D^,isio aPoslolo-
żź), 20 (si, Mar8ato. 22, (sl, Mary Magdalene - halo). 25, (s1, Janeś lhe Apostle

bóok),29, (sl, ola! axe)
AUcUsT: 10, (§t, Lawience 8.idnon). 15, (Assumpiion ofMaly Manan śign).

19, (s1, Agapiuś?), 2l, (st Maxiniliaó?). 24. (st. Bańholomew knife). 29, (s!, John

SEPTEMBER| l, (st. Egidius), 8, (Biflh of tbe virgin Mary - Maian sign), 14,

(Tiumph oftbe cros).2l, (st, Manheł. Apoślle rnd Evang.liso.29, (st, Mićhaćlth€

ocToBER: 4, (si, Fiancis), 
', 

(st, B.id8el book). 14. (łrlłrał. sl, callixius
- dry twig?), 1 8, (s1, Luke lhć Elangeliś0, 2 L (st, U6ula and thc Martyn double Mar_
ian sign). 28, (st, simoó rbe Apostle spea'

NoVEMBER: l. (All sainis 3 double c!ósśćr, ll. (sl, Manin goose).22,
(si, cccilia]),23, (s1, clemenl a.chor).25. (st, calherine - wheel). 30. (st, Andrcw

DECEMBER: 4, (sl, Barbaia), 6. (st, Nicholas ńnie), 8, (Imnaculale concep-
tion - Marian sign), 9, (si, Ann€ h.lo), l 3, (st, Lucia), 2 l , (si, Thomas thc Apostl€?

hom),25, (chrismaś diinking hom),2ó, (si. siephen' ?),27, (s1, Johń,Apostle

Thc JUne and lhe Deceóber pans of rbe calendar (ęnd s€ction) are pańly damaged
ańd the synbols ar€ notalways legible.

An inieresting dciail is the joining óf§o adjaceól fesile days wilh a graphic
"bridg€", This relaleś tó Janu9ry 24 25, February 22-24. and May l 3,
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Tbe picture of a plough on Sl, Benedicfs day (March 2 l ). .s węll as the martin8 ot
lranslalio Erici , i.e.lh. day of moving lhe sainiś body (Janu..y 24th). bolh typicalol
Uppla.d (svenśo. l978:49. LilhbeĘ l920:2), addnionally con6m ihc aforenenlioned

Th€ cńcow calendar beaĘ a sirikinA reFńblaóce b exbibil NM 174-97ż ?4 the Nor
dl!ła M/sźel in Stockholm (picfured in Lithber8:l920:5), Thć slmkholm ca|mdar, also
.ft.ib ed io Uppland. is a liltle lonAer ( l40 cm), but ńe oveńu fom. ihe raiher unusual
shape of tbe grip, the bBided omamenlation on lhe'trcśs guard'.s well as tho type of
feml€, *em to point to lhe same cńftwo* tradition, Tbe occuft.cć ofihe samc triplc
hering bone omamonlation along one ed8e olboń cal€nd.B cńnól be .ccidenlal, In bolh
ihe year slańs on Decembł 3 l'], The only najol diference in śhape ś*ms io be lhe fom
of ihe "ponmel" - a classic peĘendicular disc on óe sMłholń calendar, and a scęnt
śtopperłik€ i!omm.l" on lhe c6cow on€, A ńoie śi8.ificant difćE ce is p..haps ihe
odel of runes for ih. "golden numbm", wbicb on tbe cńcow /,,s/Zv looks like thisi

Add ii ónal si m i laritics and dilTerenceś ió lbe ń.rk in8ś .nd śyńból s beiwc.n the two
pieces require funhe. sfudy.
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